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Wanted! No New Brownfields:

Quebec Approaches

Canadian Brownfields 2009

Vancouver

October 26

Michel Beaulieu

Quebec Ministry for Sustainable Development, Environment and 
Parks
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Contaminated Land Rehabilitation 

Policies 

Á Contaminated Land Rehabilitation Policy (1988)

Á Focus only on historical contamination

Á Soil Protection and Contaminated Land 

Rehabilitation Policy (1998)

ÁMust go beyond rehabilitation of historical sites

Á Policy deals with prevention and soil protection   
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Soil Protection and Contaminated 

Land Rehabilitation Policy (1998) 

Á Prevention and protection measures 

incorporation made easier by the past 10 years 

experience (1988-1998) :

Á It is difficult (sometime impossible) to clean ;

Á It is costly to clean (and getting costlier as time past 

and  contamination goes undetected) ;

Á Assessment and cleanup are getting more and more 

difficult to avoid (regulation, banks, buyers) ;

Á Thus, to invest in better equipment, assessment and 

follow up makes (more and more) environmental and 

economical sense. 

Á Ex: Double lined petroleum products underground storage 

tanks      
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Soil Protection and Contaminated 

Land Rehabilitation Policy (1998)

Á Prevention measuresrecommended prior to the 
establishment of industrial facilities of concern 
(listed) :

Á Soil and groundwater assessment before 
implementation (year zero snapshot). Copy should be 
given to the ministry;

Á Adopt best technologies and equipment to avoid or 
reduce soil and groundwater pollution ;

Á Establish a groundwater follow up program (wells 
where there is a risk of contamination and/or at the 
land limits )

Á Financial guarantee to be given prior to installation to 
pay for potential future rehabilitation works 
(project)é
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Soil Protection and Contaminated 

Land Rehabilitation Policy (1998)

Á Universal protection principle :

Á From now on, existing soil quality must be preserved 
everywhere. No further soil degradation «allowed».

Á Ex: Excavated contaminated  soil cannot be spread on a less 
contaminated soil 

Á This principle is now incorporated in the 
Regulation respecting contaminated soil storage 
and contaminated soil transfer stations(2007) 
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Environmental Quality Act 

Á Article 20 : 

No one may emit, deposit, issue or discharge or allow 

the emission, deposit, issuance or discharge into the 

environment of a contaminant in a greater quantity or 

concentration than that provided for by regulation of 

the Government.
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Environmental Quality Act : 

Prevention 

Article 22 :

Á No one may erect or alter a structure, undertake to 

operate an industry, carry on an activity or use an 

industrial process or increase the production of any 

goods or services if it seems likely that this will result in 

an emission, deposit, issuance or discharge of 

contaminants into the environment or a change in the 

quality of the environment, unless he first obtains from 

the Minister a certificate of authorization (C.A.)

Á To get a C.A., a lot of information may be asked for 

(including an assessment). Operationôs conditions may 

also be set


